Discussion Group Consent Form

You are invited to be a part of a discussion group with other women who have been battered. The discussion group will be part of training for people from all over the U.S. on how to incorporate the experiences of women who have been battered into their institutional reform projects. Your experiences will also significantly improve our understanding of how practitioners can help women in your situation, and we will use what we learn from you in training nationwide. 
If you agree to participate, your discussion panel will have an audience of about 45 people, who will be observing the facilitator (Ellen Pence) and learning from you at the same time.
Please read this form and ask any questions you have before agreeing to be a part of the discussion group.  

Procedure
If you agree to participate in this discussion group, you will do the following:

1) Participate in one group discussion at 1:15 pm on Tuesday, April 21, 2009. The discussion will take 1- ¼ hours. There will be approximately 5 other women in the group with you, and approximately 45 people observing the discussion.
2) Agree to respect the confidentiality of the other discussion group members.

3) Receive a stipend of $125 in recognition of your time and your expertise in this area.

Risks and Benefits of Being in the Discussion Group
First, since people may be talking about their own life experiences during the discussion group, there is a possibility that sensitive issues may arise. There is a risk that you, or others, may become upset or that the discussion may trigger painful memories.

Second, although every effort will be made to ensure confidentiality, there is a risk that other participants or observers might share information that they hear during the discussion group and thereby not honor the confidentiality.

A benefit from being part of the project is that you will have the opportunity to provide your insight, experiences, and suggestions to advocates, law enforcement, prosecutors, and others who come in contact with women who have been abused by their intimate partners. Ultimately, our goal is to improve life for battered women and their children. 
Confidentiality

Every effort will be made to ensure that your identity remains confidential. You may use a pseudonym or a made-up name for yourself and your children so that you will not be identifiable. Any information that is gathered may be generalized. 
Your Participation is Voluntary

Your decision whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future relations with Praxis, other agencies in St. Paul, or with the facilitator, Ellen Pence. If you decide to take part in the discussion group, you are free to withdraw at any time without affecting those relationships.

Contacts and Questions

The person facilitating the discussion group is Ellen Pence. You may ask her any questions you have now.  
This discussion group was requested by Casey McGee of Praxis International, in St. Paul, MN. If you have any questions about the group, or concerns about your rights or your treatment as a participant in this group, please contact her at 651-699-8000 ext. 20. 
Statement of Consent 

I have read and understood the information above and give my consent to participate in this focus group.  I agree to maintain confidentiality of other group members. 
Name (please print) _________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________________Date__________
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